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The Ambessedor then said that it would be woll-nich unthinkable 
for our two countries to fight each other on account of the destructive 
effects that would jnevitahly resclt in any event. I here spoke and 
grid that my country enterteined the same jéon ovt the destructive 
effects of a military clash between our two countries. I then inquired 
of the Ambassador whether the military gros jin control of his 
Government could possibly expect jmportent nations like the United 
States to sit absolutely quiet while two or three nations before our 
very eyes organized naval end military forces pnd went out and 
conquered the balance of the serth, jncluding the seven seas end all 
trade routes and the other four continents. Could they expect coun- 
tries like mine to continue to remain complecent as thet movement 
is going on? I jnouired furthor what countrios like mine would have 
to gain by remaining compincent in the fece of 4 movement to sub- 
stitute force and conquest for law and justice ané order and fair 
dealing and equality. The Ambessador soucht to play down the view 
that such militery corguest was ceally in the mind of his Government 
and he then eaid that embargoes by this country were, of course, of 
increasing concern, and that he did not believe there would be any 
further military movements unless the policy of increasing embar- 
goes by this country should force his Government, in the minds of 
those in control, to take further military steps. To this I replied that 
thic is a watter entirely in the hands of his Government for the roéseon 
that his Covernment tcok the initiative in military expansion and 
seizures of territory of other countries, thereby creating an incress- 
inely deep concern on the part of my own end other countries °s 
to the full extent of Japanese conquest by force which wes contemplated; 
that ny country has not been at fault and none of the nations engascd in 
conauest hove pretended seriously to chargo it with eny action of 
omission or commission in relation to the present movement of world 
conquest by force on the pert of some three notions, including Jepan. 
The Aubassador sought here to minimize and mildly to controvert the 
4{doa thet Japan is engaged in broad unqualified military conquest. ui 
then repoated the terns of the Tripartite Agreement and the public 
decleretion of Hitler and Metsuoke and other high euthorities in Jopan 
to the effect that their countries under the Tripartite arrangement were 
out by militery force to esteblish a now orcer not for Asia alone 
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not for Europe alone, but for the world, and a new orcer under their 
control, I ssid that whatever interpret:tion the Ambessador might give 
these utterances and military activities in harmony with them thus far, 
the Americrn people who were long comecent with reepect to dangerous 
internetional developments have of lete become very thoroughly arousad and 
ewakened to what they regard es a matter of most serious concern in re- 
letion to movements by Japan end Germany, prosumably to take cherge of the seas 
and the other continents for their own personal arbitrery control 

end peevinery proft at the expense of the welfore of all of the peo- 
ples, who sre victims of such e course and of pesceful nations in 
venerel, I said, of course, these epprehensionr and this tremondous 
concern will remein and continu@ co lone es Hitler continues his 

avowed course of unlimited conaguest and tyrannical rule and so long 

as the Jananese Army and Navi increase their occupation by force of 
other and distant areas on both land and sea, with no apnerent occa— 
sion to do so other than that of capture end exclusive use of the terri- 
tory and other intorests of other countries. The Ambrssedor acain 
sought to allay the idea of militery conquest on the pert of his: country, 
and I arain replied with emphasis that so lone as Jenanese forces 

were ell over China anc Jopanese troops and airplanes and naval 

vessels were as far south as Thailand end Indochina and Seizon, 
accompanied by such threatening decleretions as Jananese st»tesmen 

ere making week after week, there can only be increesing concern 

by nations who are vitally interested in internetional affairs both 

on lend and sea ns they are also vitally interested in the hrlt of world 
conquest hy foree end berbaric methods of government. 

I vroceeded to comment on Jrpan's line of activities and utter 
ances hy sarin= that this country end wost other countrice only pro- 
claim end practice volicies of neaceful intern>tionel relstionships, 
political, economic, social and cultural. Sometimes the volicy to 
promote these mutually beneficial relationships is proclaimed, such 
@°8 our good neishbor policy with speciel reference to Pan America. 

And yet all of our acts and programs end policics adonted by the 
twenty-one Anericen nations in their confer-nces from time to time 

ar6é made universal in their npolicction, so that Japan and all other 
nations receive the same eausl opportunities for trade end commerce 
generally throughout the Anericas thet each of the American nations 
receives itself. In strikins controst the new order in creater Eastern 
Asia is unequivocelly belicved to be purely 2 program of military 
eeeression and conquest with ontirely arbitrory policies of political, 
economic anc. military domination. 


Foreisn “eletions II, p.g89 at 
pp. 392-3, 395 
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MEMORASDUM BY Ps? SECRETARY OF STaTE 
(WASHIYGTOF, ) March 14, 1941 
Excerpts. 


The President ezein raturned to the Tripartite Agreement and said 
thet it hed unset the Anericen people because they think that a con- 
certed. effort is deine meade by Germeny ana Italy to reach the Suez 
Cenal and by Jepan on the other hrend to approach Singapore, the 
Netherlends East Indices end the Indian Ocean. The Japenese Am 
bassador spoke more stronzly than he hed in hie earlier telk with me, 
expressing his belief that his country would not €0 South. 


oO 2 4G), 6.18 ees. 


me President finally remarked that, 48 the Ambassador indicated, 
matters between ovr two countries could undoubtedly be worked out 
without 2 military clash, omphasizing thet the first step in this direc- 
tion would be the removel of suspicion and feer regarding Japan's 
intentions. I here remarked thet, of course, with Metsuoka astride 
the Axis on his way to Berlin and talking loudly as he goes, and 
Japanese navel and a {nity of Inéochina, Thailand 
and Saigon, with no explanation bu inferences, the 
Ambassador must reelize how acute s country 
have become. 


Ttoreirn Relations II, 0. 3°6 
Pt 00 .397=298 
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